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Edinburgh Humanists
Essex Humanists
Farnham Humanists
Farnham Police

stopped, thought,
and reflected on
the timeless
tragedy of watr,
and the price paid
on our behalf byall
our brave young
men and women,
regardless of
religion, belief or
philosophy ....

Day 2011 - Roll of Honour 201¢%
representatives of fI" Bedfordshire Humanists

1 Belfast Humanists
Twenty_one 1 Birmingham Humanists
Humanist q Cotswold Humanists

1 Devon Humanists
Groups from a” 9 Dorset Humanists
over the UK | Dundee & Tayside Humanists
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[t wasa time for Humanists all over the Nation to come together and reflect

on the sacrifice paid by so many of those in taemed forces, and the trauma
of Human folly everywhere, wherever it happens, and whatever the reason .

So much is going on these days with Humanism in remembrances ceremon
that it is hard to keep up with them. Oxford Humanists had their own
separatemoment of silence to show their respects, quite separate from the
religious ceremony, and at Woolwich, a Humanist Celebrant was invited to
participate, and deliver a Humanist message in a ceremony which was
essentially otherwise Christian, but was cleartyeant to be allinclusive (see
the photo on page 6), and at the same time Dorset Humanists are consideri
making a direct approach themselves via the local branches of the Royal
British Legion to see if they can more actively participate in ceremonies
themselves, rather than just lay a wreath.

On the other hand, Milton Keynes Humanists attended entirely secularceremony at the MK

Rose on Remembrance Sunday (see page 7), a site which they hope to use next year for full secular
Remembrance Ceremonies And Birmingham have proposed that the National Arboretum just
outside the city should be used as a National Centre for Humanist Remembrance Ceremonies! |

can also tell you that | have been contacted by another Christian leader in Cambridge asking for
advice on how to make the Remembrance Service morei@dlusive.

My own feeling is that we need at least to have a generic Remembrance Service which is entirely
Humanist in nature, and which can be adapted by local Humanist groups both inside and outside
the Armed Forces, and | will be consulting with Garrison Celebrants and Humanist Groups on this,
but I will also welcome any approaches made to us by any clergy who seek to have an inclusive
service. We still have a very long way to go, but we have aligadme far, and | have learned that
religious leaders as a whole have the widest possible range of attitudes to Humagiatsindeed
Humanists do towards organised religiomsand an open dialogue with those who will talk to us is
vital, because we needa demonstrate that Humanists only seek to be treated on equal terms,

and with equal consideration and respect.
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endless religious observance of the Remembrar@eremony, so thank you so much for joining us,

to Birmingham, Cotswolds, Devon, Dorset, Dundee & Tayside, Isle of Man, Markinch,

Newborough, Norfolk, Sheffield, Sutton and West Yorkshire Humanists, and to our representatives

at Woolwich who were invitedo pay a special tribute organised by the @p ... And Farnham,

who were similarly invited to represent Humanists at a ceremony on behalf of by the Farnham

Police Force.

It is my privilege to share some of their stories with you over the next pages ...

A Note to Remember ... The AGM will be held on th& 28nuary at the Armed

Forces Chaplaincy at Amport House, near Andover, again this year. If you woulg
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membersg new or oldg will be very welcome, of course. More details are on pag

five of this issue; look for the gold ingot entitledStop!. Overnight stays (27/28™
Jan) can be booked through Tarquin, (standard mess fees apply).




Belfast- BelfastHumanists were once again proud to have been included as a Remembrance
Day wreathlaying party at the Belfast cenotaph on 13 November 2011. It was a dry, unseasonably
warm, grey and overcast day and the tone was sombre, sad and (for us) secular, as wmbeeete

all service people, religious and nogligious alike, who gave their lives for us. The wreath was laid
on behalf of all Humanist organisations in Northern Ireland, and the UK Armed Forces Humanist
Association.

Noel Scotf Belfast Humanists

‘.____.’——*_4 Noel Scott, Lynda
3 - | Foy & Ken Murray
represent Belfast

Blrmlngham- John Edwards advised that, as in most areas of the UK, his local town of Solihull
has a war memorial. He decided that it was unlikely that he would be allowed to attend the
ceremony on Sunday and even if he was, he réalty W

no desire to be forced, as part of this ceremony, to
listen to something that was 95% religious. So he we
to his local memorial at 11 o clock on thé"\ihere
he found some members of the British Legion and
placed a wreath on behalf of the Birmingha
Humanists and the nereligious. On having a
conversation as to why he was there and explaining
that Humanists and the nereligious were barred
from taking part in remembrance ceremonies they
expressed shock and surprise. The meeting then we
on to disuss how else we might handle this situation

and the National Memorial Arboretum came up. | ha John Edwards places a wreath at the
visited this actual site in the middle of the UK and Shirley War Memorial on behalf of
recommend their website for an idea of what it is. BirminghamHumanists and UKAFHA

Having checked I find there is no Humanist or-non
religious memorial at the site. There is a list of organisations that have donated a memorial on the
site and, as far as | can tell, most appear to be-r@igious. Given that it is a National Memorial for
all, the site itself is very secular in its appearance

Dorset- Two members of Dorset Humanists laid a wreath on behalf of UKAFHA at the

Bournemouth ceremony on Sunday.

We duly laid our wreath along with many others after the great and good, forces reps etc. had laid

theirs. The Service was, of course, lbgta local C of E leader but Reform Jewish, Hebrew
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local Free Church Council led prayers for peace.
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With this type of service, it seems to me that we can only let Humanists, and indeed all other
attendees know that Humanists are being represented by getting a member in place with the

religious leaders who spé&. That way we would get billing in the Order of Service (handed out freely

in huge numbers) and the act of speaking at the ceremony, to show that we are involved.

My friend and
sibling
celebrant co
trainee Maggie
Pepin lays a
wreath at
Bournemouth

We are quite prepared to find out who
decides these things in Bournemouth and
make our pitch for inclusion but | think it

3 would be hugely helpful to have UKAFHA

involved in this in some way by explaining
the organisation and endorsing their being
representd by the local Humanist group.
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Richard Scutt¢ Dorset Humanists

My CommentHappy to help regarding your last observation, Richard, and will be in touch...

Cotswolds- After laying the wreath | was stopped by a journalist who told me my picture had
been taken and
would | mind if itappeared in what I belleve she sald WI|| be the Imjln Journal ThISIS a magazine for

between Cheltenham and
Gloucester. She took some
O2y Gl OG RSOIFAT A
from her/anybody about it since.
Phil Cork; Cotswolds Humanists P&

My Comment:Can anyone
enlighten Phil about the Imjin
Journal?

Farnham Police You may remember that | was invited to participate in Surrey Police
memorial service at HQ at Mount Brown. The event went well. | was greeted by the assistant Chief
Constable, Olivia Pinkney mostimpressive lady, recently appointed but | am sure she will make a
mark. She gave a wetlrafted address without notes.

The Rev. who took the service and Mick Day were all very friendly and | am to be asked again next
year. | read a poem given to me. Térganiser, Felicity Stott asks me to suggest future readings for

this service. Can anyone suggest a poem or reading which covers a general Humanist view of human

loss in warfare? Alec Leggatk; Farnham Humanists
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may need to poach!



Oxford

This year, [as usual, | thinkie I
service was clearly dominated by
the "City Rector" who, u

presumably, is a CofE cleric. Buf
also as usual, the Rector allowe
5 other clerics [Jewish, Muslim,
Hindu, Catholic, and Sikf) to
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they were to utter were already
published in the Order of Servic
leaflet some of us picked up on
our way to the memorial. As |

drove home, | thought,igen just
K2¢ Yl yeé& hEFT2N
have a faith, surely we ought to ill be happy to mesbu.

be allowed to have our say right quin Shipley know th
at the very beginning just like .

the other community
representatives7This led me to
the realisationthatt L & & N
dislike religious services like this
caz2 L LISNm2YIf ¢
G2 LI NIButOoAcbollrsé, 8¢
LISNJ 6KS . 1! Q&
pagesthere are about a dozen
BHAapproved funeral celebrants
[within the OXpostcode area]
who quite definitely DO conduct
local services that bear
comparison with the one we
went to today.And, my question
is: Is there any precedent for a BH#pproved funeral® S
wSYSYoNI yOSé¢ t2y3aiRS i

Whatever you are doing ...

There is still time to register to attend
YI Cl ! Qf D8 28t JANUARY AT
AMPORT HOUSE!!!

FHA member is cordially invited t
As™ AGM, and there will most
o talk about; and remember,
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Jom White -Oxford Humanists

t
K

Key:*)=And before all those nauseating ALord in yolud

My CommentThere is an answer to your question now, John (s€g A A K Y 06St 2603 | yF
reason to hope for better representation elsewhere at local level in future....

Sutton- 1 attended the Sutton Borough Ceremony and laid a wreath from "Sutton Humanists".
The ceremony was led by a C of E vicar and wsengally Christian, notwithstanding the fact that

the Mayor, who led the event, is a Humanist. However | think it would be unreasonable to expect
him to have insisted on a nemligious ceremony, but maybe one day we will persuade Councils and
the BritishLegion that norreligious ceremonies are proper and much more representative of the
population (as | am sure the 2011 Census will show).  Brian Doughartyg Sutton Humanists


mailto:tarquinshipley@hotmail.com

Woolwich

Ceremony went very well outside the SE LondofoBuneralcare main building. About 80 folks
including the deputy mayor of Woolwich. Billy Jenkins Humanist Celebrant

Woolwich ¢ Humanist Celebrant, Billy Jenkins delivers the
Humanist part of the Capp ceremony.

Dundee

Bedford¢ Charles Baily places § )
wreath at the riverside Newborough, Fife

memorial




